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Higher education has a long
commitment to serving society.

standing

- From the earlier days the objective of higher
education
has
been
for
developing
professionals who serve society, engaging
learned individuals in civic responsibility, and
creating leaders to head industry, community
organizations, and government.
- Today we see higher education’s role in serving
the public good is becoming defined narrowly
as the education of students for the workforce
and promote material civilization.

- Higher education’s current commitment

needs to be rethought and refocused to
meet the current needs of society.

- Institutionalizing Service-Learning and
integrating
Service-Learning
as
teaching/learning
pedagogy
is
an
appropriate move in this direction.

- Service Learning is a teaching/learning
method
that
connects
meaningful
community
service
experiences
with
academic learning, personal growth and
civic responsibility.
- Service-Learning is founded on a number of
theories of pedagogy including experiential
learning
transformation
theory,
comprehensive multicultural educational
theory, critical reflection theory and
education
as
preparation
for
civic
responsibility (Anderson & Guest, 1995,
Erickson $ Anderson, 1997).

- As a Philosophy of education, servicelearning reflects the belief that education
should develop social responsibility and
prepare students to be involved citizens in
democratic life.
- It is designed to meet specific community
needs
through
collaborative,
planful
experiences and frequent substantive and
creative reflection aimed at meeting
intentional social and academic goals.

- Service learning provides an additional means
for reaching educational objectives.
- This approach brings new life to the
classroom,
enhances
performance
on
traditional measures of learning, increases
student interest in the subject, teaches new
problem solving skills, and makes teaching
more enjoyable.
- In addition, service learning expands course
objectives to include civic education.
- Service Learning is an indispensable method
for citizenship education through which
students learn the arts of democracy
(Benjamin Barber 1991).

Service learning highlights
Service – Learning an effective strategy to
help students by;
• Promoting learning through active participation.
• Providing structured time for students to reflect
by thinking, discussing and writing about their
service experience.
• Providing an opportunity for students to use
Skills and knowledge in real – life situations.
• Extending learning beyond the class room.
• Fostering a sense of caring for others.

Service
–
Learning
strengthens
both
education and local community by;
•Building effective collaborative partnerships
between schools or colleges and other institutions
and organizations.
•Engaging parents and other adults in supporting
student learning.
•Meeting community needs through the service
projects conducted.
•Providing productive opportunities for young
people to work with others in their community.

There are many advantages to this
approach including:
•The students love doing it, it is engaging and
motivates them to learn.
•It develops the student’s communication
skills by requiring them to read, write, listen
and speak.
•In addition to academic content, students
learn a large number of valuable practical
skills including, problem solving, organizing
collaborating project management, research,
dealing with obstacles and setbacks etc.

•It develops character virtues and
interpersonal habits such as respect,
responsibility,
empathy,
co-operation,
citizenship, initiative and persistence.
•It makes a positive contribution to the
community.
• All students can actively participate and
make a meaningful contribution regardless
of their talents or their deficits.

Practicing Service Learning
The practice of service learning involves
the following steps

• Preparation
• Action
• Reflection
• Celebration and
• Evaluation

Practicing Service-Learning in Teacher
Education :
- One approach for advancing the practice of
service-learning is to promote the adoption of
service-learning as an instructional strategy for
teacher education programmes.
- Multiple researches have investigated the impact
of participation in service-learning on teacher
candidates and generally found very positive
results in terms of examination results, content
knowledge, self assessment skills, critical analysis
skills (Strage 2000, Knutson Miller and Yen 2005,
Hart and King 2007).

Service-learning was shown to be
relevant
for
teacher
education
programs representing:
• all content areas (Kirtman, 2008;
Meaney, Griffin, & Bohler, 2009);
• student ability levels (Jenkins &
Sheeley, 2009; Novak, Murray,
Scheuermann, & Curran, 2009);
• educational settings (urban, rural,
and
suburban)
(Baldwin,
Buchanan, & Rudisill, 2007); and
• types of schools (K-12, alternative
schools) (Gelmon & Billig, 2007)

Teacher educators cite the following reasons for
integrating service-learning into their courses:
•to prepare new teachers to use service-learning
as a teaching method with their K-12 students;
•to help socialize teachers in the essential moral
and civic obligations of teaching, including
teaching with "care," fostering life-long civic
engagement, adapting to the needs of learners
with diverse and special needs, and having a
commitment to advocate for social justice for
children and families;
•to enhance pre-service teachers' ability to reflect
critically on current educational practices and their
own teaching;

• to develop in pre-service teachers the
dispositions and abilities needed to easily and
fully adopt other educational reforms such as
authentic assessment, teaching with integrated
thematic units, focusing on higher order
thinking skills, and making improvements in
school schedules and climate;
• to accelerate the process of learning how to
perform a variety of roles needed to meet the
needs of students such as counselor,
community liaison, advocate, and moral
leader; and
• to develop human service-oriented teachers
who can work effectively in schools with
integrated services or other social service
settings.

The following are the Service Learning activities designed
and practiced at St. Ann’s College of Education.
1. Service Learning Activity with the Specially Challenged
Target Group: Specially Challenged group
Community Agency: St. Agnes Special School
The purpose of this activity was to enable the
student teachers to achieve the following Learning and
service goals.
Learning Goals

Service Goals

• To experience the nature of specially • To serve and teach simple lessons to
challenged children, identify their
specially challenged children – A
characteristics, know their differences
pedagogical Practice
compared to that of non challenging • To provide an opportunity to specially
challenged to take part in sports
children, understand their physical,
activities, to cater to their physical
social and emotional behaviour. – A
needs
part of
a general paper on
Psychological
Perspectives
of • To assist the special educators in
preparing learning aids for specially
Education
• To organize sports meet for specially
challenged children
challenged children
• To observe the methods of teaching
adopted by special educators

Service Learning Activity with the Elderly
Target Group: Elderly people above the age of 50
Community Agency:

- St. Antony’s Ashram, (For Aged Men & Aged Women),
Jeppu, Mangalore
- Prashanth Nivas – Home for the Aged, Jeppu,
Mangalore
- Home for the Aged, Bajjodi, Mangalore.
The purpose of this activity was to enable the student
teachers to achieve the following Learning and service
goals.
•To experience the nature of elderly, their physical and
emotional characteristics.
•To entertain them with a well planned programme and
catering to the relaxation of mind and body of the elderly.
• To spend time with them and cater to their loneliness.

Service Learning Activity of providing Computer Literacy
training to unaffordable children of Kannada Medium
Primary School.
Target Group: Higher Primary Kannada Medium School
Children.
Community Agency: St. Ann’s Higher Primary School
(Kannada Medium) – Staff, Students and Parents.
The purpose of this activity was to enable the PGDCA
student teachers to achieve the following Learning and
Service objectives.
•To practice the Computer knowledge and skills learnt in
the course by teaching it to the poor and needy students of
Kannada primary schools.
•To plan, design and implement the Computer Literacy
programme required for Primary School children.
•To teach and test the Computer Skills of Kannada primary
school children.

Service Learning Activity of serving the Rural School
Teachers
Target Group: Rural School Teachers
Community Agency: Six Rural Schools of Mangalore
Taluk.
The purpose of this activity was to enable the student
teachers to achieve the following Objectives.
•Learning the skills to prepare relevant and effective
learning aids in their respective methodology subjects for
classroom teaching and learning
•To assist the rural teachers by preparing the learning aids
they require for classroom teaching and learning
•To learn to demonstrate the use of learning aids prepared
by them to the teachers so that the learning aids may be
used appropriately
•To enable the rural school teachers to conduct various
competitions for their students and awarding the winners,
thus identifying and developing the talents in rural school
children.

Service Learning Activity with the socially and
economically deprived children
Target Group: Socially and economically deprived
(Poor, orphan, destitute, children with single parent….)
children.
Community Agency:
-NGO-Prajna Counselling Center.
-Department of Women and Child Welfare, Mangalore,
Government of Karnataka.
- Snehalaya, a Charitable Trust, Mangalore.
- Bal Yesu Nilaya, Mangalore.

The purpose of this activity was to enable the
student teachers to achieve the following Service
Learning objectives.
•To understand the background of socially and
economically deprived children.
•To teach general knowledge and present value
oriented stories to the deprived children
•To teach simple drawing and Craft (using paper,
straw and other low cost material), in order to bring
out their creative abilities.
•To teach them group dance and songs, mime,
dramatization etc., so that the children
are
confident to put up and participate in stage
programmes.

Service Learning Activity with rural school children of
organizing sports meet
Target Group: Rural School children
Community Agency: Four Rural Schools
The purpose of this activity was to enable the
student teachers to achieve the following Service
Learning objectives.
•To understand the background of rural school
children.
• To conduct sports meet for rural school children
•To identify good sportsmanship in rural school
children and to enhance it by awarding prizes to the
winners.
•To learn the skills of organizing sports meet in a
school.

Introducing Service learning as a
Compulsory paper with a major thrust on
practicum
How Service Learning is perceived by the
Institution?
• Service Learning is a successful method
- of teaching, learning and reflecting
- that combines academic classroom
curriculum with meaningful service.

• As a teaching methodology, it falls
under the category of experimental
education.
More
specifically,
it
integrates
meaningful
community
service with instruction and reflection
- to enrich the learning experiences
- teach civic responsibility and
- strengthen communities

Objectives of the Service-Learning
Approach (as perceived by the students)
•to involve ourselves in reflection about our
own service experience; by thinking,
discussing and writing.
•to execute the service skills and knowledge in
real life situations
•extend learning beyond the classroom and
into the community
•fostering in ourselves, a sense of caring for
others

Specific Skills aimed at:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Responsibility
Self-sacrifice
Co-operation
Voluntariness
Initiative
Problem solving
Adjustment
Social accountability
Communal harmony
Service - mindedness

Integrating Service learning Projects across the B.Ed.
Curriculum involving specific subjects taught at Bachelor
of Education level.
Subject : 1 - Education in Emerging India
Titles of the Project:
•A project on interaction, initiation and involvement with
teachers of secondary schools of the locality- A study on
the appraisal of educational system and related
modifications
•Knowing the parents through Teachers: A project on
helping teachers to work with parents.
•A project on school concern for socially disadvantagedan interactive study to feel with people.
•A project on ‘feeling for’ and ‘feeling with’ nature:
Community concerns for environment.

 Subject : 2 – Computer Education
• A project on assisting students with low Socio
Economic Status in Learning to use
Computers.
 Subject : 3 - Content Cum Methodology
of Teaching Mathematics
• A Project On Facilitating Children With
Learning Difficulties In Mathematics.

 Subject : 4 – Content Cum
Methodology of Teaching Physics
• A project on assisting teachers with
supplementary reading materials in
Physics.
 Subject : 5 – Content Cum
Methodology of Teaching Physical
Science
• A project on Orienting Teachers on
Innovative Methods of Teaching Physical
Science.


•


•

•

Subject : 6 - Content Cum Methodology
of Teaching Social Science
A project on Socializing Socially
Disadvantaged Children
Subject : 7- Environmental Education
A project on
Creating Environmental
Awareness promoting health among Primary
School Children of Rural Area.
A project on Integration of Inclusive Education
in Teacher Education involving Teacher
Educators and Pre-service teachers and
institutions for Special Education through
Service Learning Approach.

 Subject : 8 - Value Education
• A Project on Fostering Sensitivity
towards the Needs of Senior Citizens
of the Community
 Subject : 9 - Educational and
Vocational Guidance
• A project on Organizing Career Talks
for the Secondary School Students of
Rural Communities.

Service Learning Projects undertaken by St. Ann’s
College of Education in partnership with
UBCHEA
• Institutionalizing Service Learning.
• An Environment and Health Awareness Program
through Community Based Activities in Rural Areas by
the In-service teachers and school students of
Dakshina Kannada District, Karnataka.
• A service learning training program to develop service
learning skills among in-service teachers of Dakshina
Kannada District.
• A project on Integration of Inclusive Education in
Teacher Education involving Teacher Educators and
Pre-service teachers and institutions for Special
Education through Service Learning Approach.

Conclusion :
Service Learning strategy is indeed an
effective strategy to solve the globally faced
social Problems and to develop most needed
social
values
such
as
co-operation,
responsible leadership, concern for others,
service mindedness, social accountability,
tolerance, empathy, mutual adjustment and
communal harmony.
This initiative has
enabled us to prepare teachers who are
committed to meet the current needs of the
society, thus fulfilling the aims of Higher
education.

A Project Format on Service Learning :
• Identification of the needs of the community
• Specification of the community for which
service is aimed at
• Specification of the service agency
• Description of the content area of instruction
• Expected student behaviour
• Objectives in terms of students outcome:
• Relationship between service activity and the
objectives of the course.

• Student schedule of work
• Nature of supervision by the teaching faculty
• Written format to guide the programme of
action for both teacher and students
• The Contacting Process
• Specification of the activities for individuals
• Specification of the activities for group.

